[Isolated lung transplantation--evaluation of patients and initial results].
Between November 1992 and May 1994 we performed 10 single and 5 double lung transplants in patients with end-stage lung diseases due to lymphangioleiomyomatosis (4), cystic fibrosis (3), pulmonary hypertension (3), pulmonary fibrosis (3) and chronic obstructive lung disease (2). In the 13 patients (87%) surviving for median 245 (19-567) days, FEV1 improved from median 640 ml to 1410 ml and the 12-minute walk distance from median 315 to 1100 meters. 10 patients (77%) enjoy a good or even excellent quality of life. 2 patients died 11 and 62 days postoperatively, due to multi-organ failure and invasive pulmonary aspergillosis respectively. The main postoperative problems are fungal and cytomegalovirus infections and chronic rejection in the form of bronchiolitis obliterans. In Switzerland as elsewhere, lung transplantation has become an established modality for the management of end-stage diseases of the lung and pulmonary circulation.